
Lesson 036

The Burning Bush

Exodus 3:1-4:17



MEMORY VERSE
“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow
Me.” JOHN 10:27”

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
A string and the divided memory verse written on 3x 5 cards.

Markers or crayons, scissors, tongue depressors, tape and as many
burning bush activity sheets as the number of children in your
class.

Cupcakes in green paper with dyed green frosting and yellow,
orange, and red sprinkles.

ATTENTION GRABBER!

Un-spin the Web
You will need string and the memory verse written one word at a
time on 3x5 cards.

Split your class into pairs.  Have your teams untangle the puzzled
memory verse by working their way through the maze of a web of
string.  Let your starting place be your ending place and take a long
string and wind it all around the room.  

Shuffle the 3 x 5 cards and tape them at intervals along the string.
Have the pairs work together by having one person find the words
and the other write down the words found by their partner.  Have
each team work their way through the web until they have
gathered all the words or phrases (place pairs at different intervals
on the web so they don’t “bottle-neck”).

The first team to unscramble the verse correctly is the winner.



LESSON TIME!
In today’s lesson, we learn about Moses’ encounter with a burning
bush.  God will speak to Moses and share with him the special plans
He has for Moses’ life.  God had chosen Moses to be the one to lead
His people out of Egypt; but, as we will see, it was a pretty scary
thing for Moses to think about.

Just as God had a plan and a call for Moses, God has a plan and a
call for our lives. He wants to use our lives for His purposes.
Sometimes it can be kind of scary for us to step out in new areas
and serve the Lord.  But as Moses learned through his years of
serving the Lord, God will always enable us to do what He has called
us to do.  Who God calls, God equips.

EXOD US  3:1-6
N ow  M oses  kep t  the  f l oc k  o f  J e thro  h i s  f ather - in - l aw ,
the  p r i es t  o f  M id ian .  And  he  l ed  the  f l oc k  t o  the  bac k
of  the  deser t ,  and  c am e to  Horeb,  the  m ou ntain  o f
God .  

And  the  Ange l  o f  the  LORD  ap p eared  t o  h im  in  a
f l am e o f  f i r e  f rom  the  m ids t  o f  a bu sh .  S o  he  l ooked ,
and  beho ld ,  the  bu sh  bu rned  w i th  f i re ,  bu t  the  bu sh
w as  not  c onsu m ed .

Then  M oses  s aid ,  " I  w i l l  now  tu rn  as ide  and  see  th i s
great  s i gh t ,  w hy  the  bu sh  does  not  bu rn ."  

S o  w hen  the  LORD  saw  that  he  tu rned  as ide  t o  l ook ,
God  c al l ed  t o  h im  f rom  the  m ids t  o f  the  bu sh  and
said ,  "M oses ,  M oses !"  And  he  said ,  "Here  I  am ."

Then  He  said ,  "D o  not  d raw  near  th i s  p l ac e .  Take
you r  sandal s  o f f  you r  f ee t ,  f or  the  p l ac e  w here  you
s t and  i s  ho ly  grou nd ."



M oreov er  He  said ,  " I  am  the  God  o f  you r  f ather --the
God  o f  Abraham , the  God  o f  I s aac ,  and  the  God  o f
J ac ob."  And  M oses  h id  h i s  f ac e ,  f or  he  w as  af raid  t o
look  u p on  God .

Moses had been a shepherd for forty years in the desert.  During
that long period of time, God was preparing him for the work that
He had called Moses to do.  Moses was now 80 years old and was
about to begin the most exciting period of his life.  Remember,
God's people, the Israelites, had been slaves in Egypt for many
years.  They cried out to God for deliverance.  God had heard their
cries and prepared Moses to be His instrument.

God appeared to Moses in a flaming bush that was not consumed.
When Moses realized that God was speaking to him, He was afraid
to look upon God and hid his face.  Can you imagine actually
speaking with God?

When God called to Moses, Moses responded, “Here I am.”  We need
to listen and hear God’s call to us.  May we respond to God as Moses
did by saying, “Here I am!”  God has wonderful plans for each of
our lives.  Perhaps God will call you to be a pastor, a missionary, an
evangelist, a prayer warrior, or to use the gifts and talents He has
given you in ways that will bring glory to Him.  Maybe, even now,
He will call you to share the Gospel with a friend down the street.
Let us listen for the voice of God in our hearts and jump at the
opportunity to serve Him.  Who God calls, God equips.

Animated Burning Bush
You will need markers or crayons, scissors, tongue depressors, tape
and as many burning bush activity sheets (provided with
curriculum) as the number of children in your class.



Have your class color and cut out the burning bush.  Have each
student tape a tongue depressor to the back of the fire.  Slide the
flame through the back of the slit in the bush and move it back and
forth to burn the bush without consuming it.

EXOD US  3:9-12
"N ow  theref ore ,  beho ld ,  the  c ry  o f  the  c h i ld ren  o f
I s rae l  has  c om e to  M e ,  and  I  hav e  al so  s een  the
op p res s ion  w i th  w h i c h  the  Egyp t i ans  op p res s  them .  

"Com e now , theref ore ,  and  I  w i l l  s end  you  to  Pharaoh
that  you  m ay  br ing M y p eop le ,  the  c h i ld ren  o f  I s rae l ,
ou t  o f  Egyp t ."

Bu t  M oses  s aid  t o  God ,  "Who am  I  that  I  shou ld  go  t o
Pharaoh ,  and  that  I  shou ld  br ing the  c h i ld ren  o f
I s rae l  ou t  o f  Egyp t ?"  

S o  He  said ,  " I  w i l l  c er t ain ly  be  w i th  you .  And  th i s
shal l  be  a s i gn  t o  you  that  I  hav e  s en t  you :  When  you
hav e  brou gh t  the  p eop le  ou t  o f  Egyp t ,  you  shal l  s erv e
God  on  th i s  m ou ntain ."

Note, God heard the cry of His people.  They had been in bondage
to the Egyptians for quite some time.  Is it possible that some felt
God had forgotten them?  God sees our difficulties and hears our
cries.  Although His help may not be immediate or as we would
plan, He will not forget—He will help us in His timing and
according to His plans.  

God revealed His plan to Moses:  Come now, therefore, and I will
send you to Pharaoh that you may bring My people, the children of
Israel, out of Egypt."  



Moses responded, “Who am I to do this thing?”  In other words,
“You must have the wrong guy!”  Moses was a meek—fully aware of
his own frailties and weaknesses; yet, who God calls, God equips.

God is patient with Moses and responds, “Certainly I will be with
you.”   God gave Moses a sign:  “When you have brought the people
out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain."  This would be
fulfilled some time later as Moses led over 2 million Israelites to
worship on that very mountain.

We can be certain that, as God was with Moses, God is with us!
Though we are not capable and adequate in ourselves to fulfill
God’s plan in our life, God is our sufficiency.  He will enable us.  He
will accomplish His plans through us.

God assures Moses of His power to help him.  Who God calls, God
equips.

Let’s find out what Moses does next…

EXOD US  3:13-15
Then  M oses  s aid  t o  God ,  " Indeed ,  w hen  I  c om e to  the
c h i ld ren  o f  I s rae l  and  say  t o  them , 'The  God  o f  you r
f athers  has  s en t  m e to  you , '  and  they  say  t o  m e ,
'What  i s  Hi s  nam e?'  w hat  shal l  I  s ay  t o  them ?"  

And  God  said  t o  M oses ,  " I  AM  WHO I  AM ."   And  He
said ,  "Thu s  you  shal l  s ay  t o  the  c h i ld ren  o f  I s rae l ,  ' I
AM  has  s en t  m e to  you . '  "  

M oreov er  God  said  t o  M oses ,  "Thu s  you  shal l  s ay  t o
the  c h i ld ren  o f  I s rae l :  'The  LORD  God  o f  you r
f athers ,  the  God  o f  Abraham , the  God  o f  I s aac ,  and
the  God  o f  J ac ob,  has  s en t  m e to  you .  Th i s  i s  M y
nam e f orev er ,  and  th i s  i s  M y  m em or ial  t o  al l
generat i ons . ’”



Moses was concerned that the people would not believe that God
had called him and sent him to deliver them.  We see, perhaps, a
failure of faith.

The name of God, “I AM WHO I AM,” means “the self-existent one.”
God is all-powerful and self-existing.  He has no beginning or end.
He was not created.  He alone is God and has all authority over
heaven and earth.  This is Who was sending Moses.  Certainly Moses
could trust in God.  God can do all things and is willing to use us to
accomplish His purposes if we will let Him.  God will go before us in
any task.  He will give us favor just as He did for Moses.  Who God
calls, God equips.

EXOD US  4:1-9
Then  M oses  answ ered  and  said ,  "Bu t  su p p ose  they
w i l l  no t  be l i ev e  m e or  l i s t en  t o  m y v o i c e ;  su p p ose
they  say ,  'The  LORD  has  not  ap p eared  t o  you . '  "  

S o  the  LORD  said  t o  h im , "What  i s  that  in  you r
hand?"  And  he  said ,  "A rod ."  

And  He  said ,  "Cas t  i t  on  the  grou nd ."  S o  he  c as t  i t  on
the  grou nd ,  and  i t  bec am e a s erp en t ;  and  M oses  f l ed
f rom  i t .

Then  the  LORD  said  t o  M oses ,  "Reac h  ou t  you r  hand
and  t ake  i t  by  the  t ai l "  (and  he  reac hed  ou t  h i s  hand
and  c au gh t  i t ,  and  i t  bec am e a rod  in  h i s  hand),

" that  they  m ay  be l i ev e  that  the  LORD  God  o f  the i r
f athers ,  the  God  o f  Abraham , the  God  o f  I s aac ,  and
the  God  o f  J ac ob,  has  ap p eared  t o  you ."  



Fu r therm ore  the  LORD  said  t o  h im , "N ow  p u t  you r
hand  in  you r  bosom ."   And  he  p u t  h i s  hand  in  h i s
bosom , and  w hen  he  t ook  i t  ou t ,  beho ld ,  h i s  hand
w as  l ep rou s ,  l i k e  snow .

And  He  said ,  "Pu t  you r  hand  in  you r  bosom  again ."
S o  he  p u t  h i s  hand  in  h i s  bosom  again ,  and  d rew  i t
ou t  o f  h i s  bosom , and  beho ld ,  i t  w as  res tored  l i ke  h i s
o ther  f l esh .

"Then  i t  w i l l  be ,  i f  t hey  do  not  be l i ev e  you ,  nor  heed
the  m essage  o f  the  f i r s t  s i gn ,  that  they  m ay  be l i ev e
the  m essage  o f  the  l at t er  s i gn .  

"And  i t  shal l  be ,  i f  t hey  do  not  be l i ev e  ev en  these
tw o  s i gns ,  or  l i s t en  t o  you r  v o i c e ,  that  you  shal l  t ake
w ater  f rom  the  r i v er  and  p ou r  i t  on  the  d ry  l and .
And  the  w ater  w h i c h  you  t ake  f rom  the  r i v er  w i l l
bec om e blood  on  the  d ry  l and ."

Now Moses begins to bring up some “what-ifs.”  He asks, “what if
they do not listen to me or do what I say?”  It seems Moses is
preoccupied with considering all the problems that might arise.
This was, without doubt, a big task for God to ask Moses to take on.
Yet, even at 80 years old, Moses will be learning he, certainly, can
depend on God.  

We need to learn that lesson as well.  If God calls us, He will equip
us.  He will go before us and be present with us.  Rather than look at
our circumstances, we can rest, for the great “I AM” is with us.
Who God calls, God equips.



EXOD US  4:10-12
Then  M oses  s aid  t o  the  LORD , "O m y Lord ,  I  am  not
e loqu en t ,  ne i ther  bef ore  nor  s inc e  You  hav e  sp oken
to  You r  s erv an t ;  bu t  I  am  s low  o f  sp eec h  and  s l ow  o f
tongu e ."  

S o  the  LORD  said  t o  h im , "Who has  m ade m an 's
m ou th? Or  w ho  m akes  the  m u te ,  the  deaf ,  the  s ee ing,
or  the  bl ind ? Hav e  not  I ,  t he  LORD ?

"N ow  theref ore ,  go ,  and  I  w i l l  be  w i th  you r  m ou th
and  t eac h  you  w hat  you  shal l  s ay ."

Moses felt like he was not a very good speaker.  He felt like he could
not present himself to the people and to Pharaoh.  Moses questions
his adequacy for the task; God responded patiently, as He did to
Moses’ other concerns.

God explained to Moses’ that it was He who created him; and with
certainty, it would be He who could enable him, despite his
weakness.  God has made us all uniquely and has specific plans for
each of us.  Our frailties and inadequacies can be opportunities for
God to demonstrate His strength in our lives.  Who God calls,
God equips.

EXOD US  4:13-17
Bu t  he  said ,  "O m y Lord ,  p l ease  s end  by  the  hand  o f
w hom ev er  e l s e  You  m ay  send ."

S o  the  anger  o f  the  LORD  w as  k ind l ed  again s t  M oses ,
and  He  said :  " I s  not  Aaron  the  Lev i t e  you r  bro ther ? I
know  that  he  c an  sp eak  w el l .  And  l ook ,  he  i s  al so
c om ing ou t  t o  m eet  you .  When  he  s ees  you ,  he  w i l l  be
gl ad  in  h i s  hear t .  



"N ow  you  shal l  sp eak  t o  h im  and  p u t  the  w ords  in
h i s  m ou th .  And  I  w i l l  be  w i th  you r  m ou th  and  w i th
h i s  m ou th ,  and  I  w i l l  t eac h  you  w hat  you  shal l  do .  

"S o  he  shal l  be  you r  sp okesm an  to  the  p eop le .  And
he h im se l f  shal l  be  as  a m ou th  f or  you ,  and  you  shal l
be  t o  h im  as  God .  

"And  you  shal l  t ake  th i s  rod  in  you r  hand ,  w i th
w h ic h  you  shal l  do  the  s i gns ."

Does it sound like Moses wanted this special task?  Perhaps his life
is pretty comfortable out in the desert all by himself.  He’s just
tending sheep for his father in law, no worries or cares.  He
provides for his family and does not have to deal with too many
problems; life is pretty good for him right now.  We do not know
what was in Moses’ heart—perhaps it was fear or the feeling of
inadequacy that made him reluctant to go.  We do see a failure in
faith.

Our own failure to believe and trust in God and be secure in His
plans for us can cause us to miss out on God’s best in our lives.
God wanted to bless Moses and speak through him, now Moses’
brother Aaron would be the spokesman.  Moses would now miss
out on God’s best plan.  Later Aaron, in a leadership role, would
cause problems for Moses and the children of Israel.  

God called Moses to an exciting task.  God has a plan and a purpose
for our lives.  In Jerimiah 29:11 God says, “For I know the thoughts
that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of
evil, to give you a future and a hope.”  May we obey God fully and
see His purposes accomplished in our life.  Remember, our
weaknesses and inabilities are not a concern to our mighty God, the
Great “I AM.”  Who God calls, God equips.



Burning Bushes That Are Consumed
Treat your class to cupcakes in green paper.  Dye the frosting green
and sprinkle with yellow, orange and red sprinkles.  

Explain that these burning bushes are meant to be consumed.

PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of commitment to trust the Lord in
everything.  Pray that God accomplish His plans and purposes in
each life.  If there are any children who have not yet responded to
the Gospel, give them opportunity to do so.
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